

AFTER THE WAR

pitalist countries themselves begin to decline, then and
then only will private ownership inevitably fail to employ all
the people. In view of the fact that the three causes stipulated
by the advocates of common ownership have been operating
more or less for the last two decades, and that in precisely
the same period the effect forecast by these people, namely
stubborn unemployment throughout the whole capitalist
world, has made its unwelcome appearance, the advocates
of common ownership surely have a right to ask the classic
question *What do you make of it, Watson ?' It would seem
to be worthwhile for all people to pay very serious attention
to the quite logical argument by which these two things are
shown to be inseparably connected with each other.1

Year by year since the last war there have been in the
world between fifteen and fifty million people unemployed.
From year to year the total fluctuates. From one five-year
period to the nert it grows worse, except of course when we
mortgage our financial future by preparing for and waging
war. Taking a big view of these millions of people, looking at
them not one fay one but as one tremendous whole, what
keeps these men from going into the mines and the fields
and factories and working to produce the goods they need ?
There must be aa answer to this question. It cannot just be
left hanging in the air as something we need not worry about.
If these men do not do the obviously sensible thing, there
must be some reason for it There is. They do not do it be-
cause the mines, fields, and factories are owned by private
owners and these people cannot see their way to earning
profit for themselves if they allowed the unemployed to go in
aad work for mankind.

This explanation sturdy should not be rejected except by
those who arc quite certain that they have a better one,
and it is worth noticing that not one advocate of private
ownership wiH claim that he can explain unemployment
or suggest a final core. Then are we going to ask man-
kind ID go through all the hell of war in ordei to re-einerge
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